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" Agroecology:
innovative, ecological
and profitable! "
Theresa and her neighbors are proud of their corn production.

TRANSITION TO AGROECOLOGY

Agroecology,
for farming in harmony with the soil.

Questions to Firmat Habonimana,
agronomist at FH Burundi.
What is the potential for agroecology?
Agroecology restores soil fertility. It protects the environment
while preserving the health of farmers and providing good
crop production.
How do farmers respond to this approach?
Farmers quickly applied what they learned during the agroecology workshop. Instead of burning weeds and crop waste, now the farmers compost
them or use them for mulching fields. This technique involves covering the
soil with organic material to maintain moisture and provide nutrition.

" I used to spend a lot buying chemical
fertilizers and pesticides. After participating in
the FH training, I began to produce compost
and use only organic manure to fertilize my
fields. We had a very good corn harvest after
applying these new techniques. Some people
were skeptical at first, but now that they see
the results they are interested. We will
educate those around us in order to expand
the area where these agroecological principles
are used. Thank you FH for disseminating this
innovative, ecological and profitable approach. "

What are the barriers to its dissemination and adoption?
The belief that chemicals would be more effective than natural product is
still widespread. Some producers are not aware that using chemicals can
be dangerous to their health. In addition, the transition to an agroecological
approach requires perseverance because crop yields increase gradually.
View the rest of the interview (in french) on fh-suisse.org

Some key principles
of agroecology
> Minimum tillage:
to conserve humus, the base
component of soil fertility.
> Soil mulching:
to nourish the soil and keep
it from drying out.
> Intercropping:
to vary and increase production.

FH SWITZERLAND SEPTEMBER 2016 NEWSLETTER N°2

Therese Hakizimana sharing her corn crop with her
neighbors. She participated in the agroecology
workshop hosted by FH in Rwanda.

TRANSITION TO AGROECOLOGY

Continue agroecology training
Agroecology draws on local knowledge and promotes family farming.
In order to continue the diffusion of agroecological techniques, a second workshop for training and sharing experiences will take place this
autumn in Kigali (Rwanda). It follows the first workshop in September
2015 that was attended by 40 farmers from Burundi, Rwanda, Uganda,
DR Congo and Mali.
With your donation, you help us to carry out these activities aimed
at boosting the self-sufficiency of small-scale farmers in the Great
Lakes region of Africa.
A heartfelt thank you for your support.
With CHF 50.With CHF 100.With CHF 250.-

You can provide a farmer with a day of training in
agroecological techniques.
You can provide a farmer with some chickens, goats or
a pig. The farmer will be able to start breeding them to
diversify sources of food and produce manure.
You can provide a farmer with a full week of training
and exchange of best practices in agroecology.
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