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WHAT IS AGROECOLOGY?
«Agroecology is the application of ecological science to the study, design and manage-
ment of sustainable agro-ecosystems. Organic farming, conservation agriculture, agrofo-
restry, biological control, mixed cropping and mixed crop-livestock management are all 
associated with agroecology. It includes the observation of traditional systems, the use 
of local knowledge in agro-ecosystem management, but also modern science. It is not 

opposed to technology.»  -- Olivier de Schutter (2010)

AGROECOLOGY -- A RESPONSE TO THE CHALLENGES AGRICULTURE FACES IN THE 21ST CENTURY

Current agricultural methods need to be reevaluated in order to respond to demographic growth, combat malnutrition, and insure production levels meet the needs 
of the population. Agriculture must become more sustainable using an approach that is both more environmentally friendly  and more productive. These advances 
require the development of agricultural systems that are more efficient in using non-renewable resources and able to withstand climate change.
Through its new program to create a network of agroecological farms, FH Switzerland is working to promote food security in the Great Lakes region of Africa (Uganda, 
Rwanda, Burundi and Congo DRC) by introducing agroecological practices.

«This week in Kigali changed the knowledge and attitudes that I had 
about caring for the soil. I learned many key principles of agroecolo-
gy. Principles that are rather simple, such as the production of hot 
compost (with just locally available field and farm materials) that can 
replace the use of expensive chemical fertilizers. Being able to re-
concile farmers’ traditional practices with scientific knowledge and 
the use of available resources greatly reduces costs and external de-
pendence. My vision of agriculture has changed following the Gako 
workshop!» -- Jean Nibayubahe

The first stage of FH Switzerland’s new program, an international 
workshop for sharing experiences and agroecological training was held 
in September 2015 in Kigali at the GAKO center (Rwanda).
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FH Switzerland is committed to the fight 
against poverty locally through personal and 
community development throughout the world. 
FH Switzerland is part of the international 
network of Food for the Hungry (FH).

The training in Kigali. 

More details about our projects   : 
www.fh - switzerland.ch

With CHF 60.- you can provide a sheep for a family.
With CHF 150.- you can provide agroecology training for a farmer.
With CHF 350.-  you can make it possible for family to join a group that will receive a cow.

You can participate in our agroecology training programs:


