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FH PROJECT

Fresh water :

Soon, more than 5,000 people will have access.
The trenches have been dug and the pipes have been laid. Several
stand pipes (places where communities can have access) are being
built… work is going on at a good pace and soon more than 5,000
people will have access to fresh water. The extension of the network will also serve the schools at Gihama and Kabasazi.
This project is the fruit of a close collaboration with the inhabitants
of this region and FH Burundi. After meeting with the local leaders, a
steering committee of 5 people was elected. This committee has the
task of overseeing the work and will be responsible for the maintenance of the new network.
The inhabitants have themselves taken on a large part of the
work : digging trenches and filling them in once the pipes are
laid. As for FH, they took charge of supplying the materials necessary for the construction and to pay the masons’ salaries.
FH also helped in coaching the steering committee.
More training in the proper use of the network by the villagers is
foreseen.

Clean water : assurance for a good health
In the north of Burundi, FH Switzerland is committed to supplying 5,000
people with fresh water.
Clean water contributes hugely towards good health for children;
this allows them to attend school. With this new extension, women and children will no longer have to walk kilometers to get their
water.
Please support families in Gihama and Kabasazi by giving them
access to clean water!
50 CHF		 		
				
300 CHF 				
				
600 CHF 				
				

will provide sustainable access to fresh water 		
for one person.
will provide sustainable access to fresh water 		
for a family.
will provide sustainable access to fresh water 		
for two families.

FH Switzerland is committed to the fight
against poverty locally through personal and
community development. FH Switzerland is
part of the international network of Food for
the Hungry (FH).
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Northern Burundi :
fresh water for more than
5,000 people.
Elizabeth’s relief
Extending a water distribution network
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“Access

to clean water will

change our
lives!”

A vital resource
To get drinking water, the inhabitants of the hills around Gihama and
Kabasazi in the Mwumba region in the north of Burundi, have to travel several kilometers. The shortage of water and the poor hygiene
that results from it, have dramatic consequences: illnesses like diarrhea and other recurrent infections, and very high infant mortality.
Frequently, the children have to fetch the water. With the long
distances they have to cover, they often arrive tired and late to
school. The extension of the water distribution network will
bring fresh water near the houses of the inhabitants of the area.

The inhabitants of Gihama will
soon have access to clean water.
Elizabeth Shurweryimana says :
“ I am so relieved to know that we will
soon have clean water in our village.
That will change our lives! With clean
water, children will be in better health
and we will improve the level of
hygiene and cleanliness in our families. ”

In 2011, FH Switzerland supported the construction of a cistern and
a collection system of rain water for the school at Mwumba. This
school will also benefit from the new network.

It is worth noting that:
• The lack of clean water and poor hygiene are responsible for
80% of the illnesses affecting developing countries.
• Each day, more than 3,000 children die from lack of hygiene or
from contaminated water.

“ It’s a huge relief because I am really tired of having to walk so far
every day. Because of this, hygiene at home is rather poor. Sometimes we drink rain water, which isn’t clean, and we also use it to
cook food.
During the dry season the water at the well runs “With water
close to the
slowly; with all the people waiting, it is not unhouse, getting it
common to wait all day. Sometimes I just don’t
will take much
cook during this season, ” explains Elizabeth.
less time.”
“ With water close to the house, getting it
will take much less time. I will be able to use the time I save
working in the field, improving my crops and feeding my
children better. ”
She is part of the elected committee that runs the local
community. Why did she get involved? “ I wanted to
motivate the villagers to help with the work. Once the
pipe work is completed, I will commit myself to making sure it is well kept by teaching the people how to
take care of it. ” she explains.
Elizabeth Shurweryimana is 37 years old. She has
5 children going to school. She lives by farming.

Elizabeth Shurweryimana

(Source: DDC, Swiss Development body.)
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Elizabeth Shurweryimana (literally “ flower of God ”) lives in Gihama.
To get water she has to walk 4 kilometers round trip; this takes
her about two hours. Soon she will have water near her house.
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